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Biodiversity Conservation in Sabah: How can
plantations play a bigger role
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>50% of Sabah’s land mass is under forest cover FOREST LAND IN SABAH
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15% of Sabah’s land mass is totally protected
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Orangutan distribution within Borneo
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62% outside of Protected Forests
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Forests Containing Elephants
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Linkage Design

{77 Linkage Design
Land Cover

Oil Palm Plantation
I Sccondary Forest

- Primary Forest
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- Kinabatangan River
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Small Scale Agriculture
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Only 19,000 ha are available (36% of the original area)

Or 1 elephant for 100 ha
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As aresult, localizedextinction
is-ihevitable

KWS- 2005
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Lower Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary:
1000 animals are isolated in more than 20 different sub-populations because of
extensive oil palm plantations, drains and other man-made features
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Eastern Sabah: drastic decline because of forest exploitation and conversion to
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Recent studies: drastic population decline in Sabah
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Western Sabah: local extinction because of past hunting pressure
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Population size change
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DNA profiling the past in Kinabatangan:
Very strong signal for population collapse in the past 200
years(Goossens et al., 2006)
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Predictable orang-utan population extinctions following a Population Habitat
Viability Analysis
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Lower Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary
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From 2002 to 2007: 30% decline of orang-utan numbers
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Similar decline in aerial indexes during the same period
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Examples of Barrier Possible Management Action
B[ :Plantation T FUN+[EE: Land acquisition + |
Restoration

MDZEF: Tributary &R :Bridge

/K& :Drain BER, FE%® :Removal, bridge

EE%:Road BARBERATHNEBE:

Removal if within sanctuary

SATJIDRE :River reserve #i5+[E1%:Removal +
encroachment Restoration
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collaboration of all partners who are active'in the ==
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i The oil palm industry is one of the most crucial £}
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The creation of this MAB requires the

region.
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players in the success of this project
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Most orang-utans are TRANSIENT individuals in search of new territories during their
dispersal stage or in search of food
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Orang-utans cannot survive in the plantations in their current stage
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Proper management will enhance the chances of long-term survival of the species
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Ensure that plantation development does not contribute to deforestation
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increasing yields
by improving technology and crop management
but not by increasing the size of the land to be developed

~ 2011 2 24 BCT

HHLI H LSRR BRI SRR TS

FELELEYTIF—DRE

by establishing wildlife corridors
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by planting trees in riparian reserves illegally encroached
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by creating Conservation Areas alongside river reserves
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Wildlife corridor:
minimum of 100 m each
side of the river

River Reserve

Conservation Area
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Implement management strategies promoting
heterogeneous habitats
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by diversifying plant species found in the plantations
and by planting fruit trees that are edible to wildlife
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CRUEL OIL

How Palm Ol Harms Health,
Rainforest & Wildlife
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THRITNIFESE, | IT IS TIME TO SHIFT THIS PARADIGM....

“... creation of contiguous wildlife corridors of natural habitat in order to balance sustainable AND FOR THE OIL PALM INDUSTRY

development and the conservation of orang-utans as flagship species for wider biodiversity.
The development of such corridors must be pragmatic and enforceable through legal clarity
and community engagement.”
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“Wildlife corridors must be the minimum of 100 m along each side of all major rivers within
the distribution of wild orang-utans”

TO CHANGE ITS IMAGE!
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