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Canada harvests 762,000 hectares
of forest each year,

Roughly the size of Okayama Prefecture
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British Columbia
harvests average of
200,000ha of forest
each year

BCIN I FEFIT

205\ 3—)LD
- FMEARM BT

XEL TS,

L

Tokyo

219,093 hectares



British Columbia — annual forest harvest
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British Columbia clear cut logging
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Dry Forests and rainforests
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Interior forest — where most pellets are from
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A NEW FUTURE
FOR OLD FORESTS

2020: Independent report
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BC’s
Old Growth
Forest:
A Last Stand

for Biodiversity

April 2020

Karen Price, Ph.D., Rachel F. Holt, Ph.D., R.P.Bio
and Dave Daust R.P.F., M.Sc.

https://veridianecological.ca/old-growth-resilience/
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Abstract

Old growth is disappearing globally, with implications for biodiversity, forest resilience, and carbon
storage; yet uncertainty remains about how much exists, partly because assessments stratify
ecosystems differently, sometimes obscuring relevant patterns. This paper compares portrayals of

British Columbia’s (BC) old-growth forest stratified in two ways: by biogeoclimatic variant, as per
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Not all old forest is created equal
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How much old growth remains in BC?
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s, BCs proposed new law to protect ecosystems

Message from the Minister

British Columbia (B.C.) is known for the diversity of the land and water and is the most biodiverse
province in Canada. However, the| province’s biodiversity and ecosystems are under threat. [Healthy
ecosystems and biodiversity are not only essential for our individual health and wellbeing, but they also
ensure that ecosystems, economies, and communities throughout B.C. can flourish. Healthy
ecosystems and biodiversity are vital for climate change resiliency and reducing the impacts and costs
related to floods, droughts and wildfires brought on by changing climate and extreme weather events.
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Pellets Nk

Photo courtesy Henry Zea, Fibreco



G rOWth i N pe u_et i N d U St ry Japan pellets come from British Columbia
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Canadian Wood Pellet Exports
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Sources of biomass
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What are pellets made from in BC?
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Bush Waste #ii#th5% 44

20 -25% Round wood
20~ 25%(& 3K

80% Forest Residuals
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Can be up to 40% round wood
https://policyalternatives.ca/pellets



Sources of biomass

Recovered Sawdust Slash Piles
Waste from Mills
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Hard to know exact numbers
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CANADIAN %

* No requirements to report publicly BIOMASS

* And ‘bush grinders’ can eat whole trees out in the forest,.......ov oo
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https://policyalternatives.ca/pellets




Conservation North Report — 2024
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“HOW DRAX'S PELLET MILLS ARE SOURCING LOGS FROM ¥
BRITISH CULUMBIA’S RAREST OLD GRUWTH FDRESTS ‘
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https://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Drax-in-BC-report.pdf
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Linking cutblocks and pellets ——
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* Almost 60% of logs were traced to cutblocks ; ——
with old growth, including ‘priority old’ areas e —

+ 42% logs from cutblock with 50% old growth ;_

* 10% logs from cutblock all old growth F
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LOGGING WHAT'S LEFT | FEBRUARY 2024 | 8
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Industry response  EF D KX
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* Drax agreed that old growth forest and priority old growth forest was used for
pellets.

* Drax made a policy decision to not source from prlorltv old growth areas
(October 2023)

* Exclusion does not include primary forest, or old growth -
* Drax says the amount of logs is very small




20 meters long — carries 40m3 of logs
RE20A—k)L — 40m3 D HAZE S
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In 2023, BC exported 5.4
million m3 of pellets.

If approximately 20% are
sourced from whole logs:
27,000 logging trucks of

logs.
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Parked bumper to bumper the trucks of logs would reach almost from Tokyo to Osaka.



No BC rules require only ‘waste’ to be used
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Number of sawmills in British Columbia
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What makes a pellet “sustainable”?
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Sustainable Timber Flow?
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Carbon Sustainability? ik =D Erfc Al BETE ?

* A pelletis carbon-friendly, if the source is true forest ‘waste’, like
sawdust, that would have been burned
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Environmental sustainability?
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* Some protection exists in BC ¢ BC'J"‘“ ‘i&)%)*ir_@{% *ﬁ%h\ﬁﬁjé
* But, Timber caps limit environmental o LHOL.ITAKR#MEIA LR INIRIEREZFIELTULNS
protection
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* Independent panel and court cases have o )
highlighted these significant gaps HFEREYIZIE-T-

* Provincial government has agreed: current

policy does not maintain ecological values, * ,J‘NLF&r_li ﬁf@ﬂ%f(iiﬁ $E’Jﬁﬁr§ h\%ﬁ:‘l:#é
and have committed to changing forest *LEL\;&’E Ot &) 15_@7;_&:_ ‘%E%E*#T%éctjﬁ
management so that it maintains ecological **%EE%_%E?%;&E%’J%LT:

health.
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Sustainable Biomass Program (SBP) uses:
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* F t Certification — =
nssumed sustainable « RMEEL - FIRAIRETHALETE
* Regional Risk Assessment if o AN TGS S (X, Hilsk XD
not certified = 43
* Specified Risks have been H
identified for BC e« BCM TIX4EFEYRIHAFIBALTLNS
* No evaluation of carbon L =
implications « REFDEZEFTMmTL
* Pellets are still sourced, o HETT] AP
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Japan wants sustainable pellets
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* Timber sustainability

* Environmental sustainability
* Carbon
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What does BC need?
H?

* Increased protection of primary
and old forest

* No pellets from primary forests
— high carbon stores

* Atracking system and rules to
ensure only waste is turned into
pellets

* No whole trees to pellets*
* Highest use for all wood**

 Use the pellets ‘at home’ -
rather than shipping overseas
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High demand and financial subsidy
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G7 Hiroshima Leaders Summit: Eliminate subsidies harmful to biodiversity by 2025 -~
G7 Hiroshima Leaders’ Communiqué https://www.mofa.go.jp/files/100506878.pdf fd.b, :E)’J &F%H’é
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Carbon Cycle
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https://www.canadianbiomassmagazine.ca/power-of-
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Japan has pledged to reduce
its GHG emissions by 46
percentin Japanese fiscal
year (FY: April-March) 2030
from FY 2013 levels and to
become carbon neutral by
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Japan’s Primary Energy Sources
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Some definitions: Old Growth Forest
LD DEE: “hp%“

* Subset of primary forest
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