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2. The Roadmap for the Seventh Assessment Cycle (AR7)
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Outline 



to assess on a comprehensive, objective, open 
and transparent basis the scientific, technical 
and socio-economic information relevant to 
understanding the scientific basis of risk of 
human-induced climate change, its potential 
impacts and options for adaptation and 
mitigation.

PRINCIPLES GOVERNING IPCC WORK, PARAGRAPH 2

IPCC Mandate IPCC’s role is…

Key Principles

IPCC reports should be neutral with respect 
to policy, although they may need to deal 
objectively with scientific, technical and 
socio-economic factors relevant to the 
application of policies.
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Fourth 
Assessment 
Report
2°C Limit 
Nobel Peace 
Prize

History | Evolution of the IPCC

1988

IPCC jointly 
established 
by WMO 
and UNEP

200119951990

First 
Assessment 
Report
Led to 
creation of 
UNFCCC in 
1994

Second 
Assessment 
Report
Kyoto Protocol

Third 
Assessment 
Report
Focus attention 
on adaptation 
to climate 
change

2007

Fifth 
Assessment 
Report
Paris 
Agreement - 
2015

Sixth 
Assessment 
Report
First Global 
Stocktake - 
COP28

2023
GROWTH IN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

INCREASE IN STAKEHOLDER INVOVEMENT

GROWING PUBLIC AWARENESS

2014
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Intergovernmental Panel 
195 member States appointing
National Focal Points.

Hundreds of scientists and experts 
from around the world are involved 

in the preparation of IPCC reports.

WGI
The Physical 
Science Basis

WGIII
Mitigation of 
Climate Change

WGII
Impacts, Adaptation 
& Vulnerability

TFI
Task Force 
on National 
Greenhouse Gas 
Inventories

BUREAU

EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

PLENARY

Expert 
Reviewers

Authors & 
Scientists

Review
Editors

Structure and Report Process

The Secretariat
Oversees the process 
and provides support.

Technical Support Units (TSUs)
Each Working Group and the TFI is supported by a TSU.

WGII
Impacts, Adaptation 
& Vulnerability
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Roadmap for the Seventh Assessment Cycle

2023

IPCC 
elected new 
Chair and 
Bureau 
(July 2023)

20272024

IPCC decided 
on products 
and workplan 
for the seventh 
cycle (January 
2024, IPCC-60)

Special Report 
on Climate 
Change and 
Cities (early 
2027)

TBC 2029

Methodology 
Report on 
Short-lived 
Climate 
Forcers (by 
2027)

Methodology 
Report on 
Carbon Dioxide 
Removal 
Technologies, 
Carbon 
Capture 
Utilization and 
Storage (by 
end of 2027)

Seventh 
Assessment 
Report
Working Group 
I, II, & III 
contributions

Update on 1994 
Technical 
Guidelines on 
Impacts, 
Adaptation and 
Vulnerability
(Timeline to be 
decided at 
IPCC-61)

Synthesis Report
(by late 2029, after 
completion of the 
Working Group 
contributions)

2028

2nd Global Stocktake



IPCC AR7 PRIORITIES AND STRATEGIES

Elections and Appointment at IPCC-59IPCC Chair AR7 
Priorities

Intended Outcome in AR7 Approach and Potential Activities

Improving 
Inclusivity and 
Diversity

1. Increased Participation 
of Early Career 
Scientists in IPCC work 
and process.

2. Action and Solution  
Oriented Reports that 
inform Policy and 
Decision including GST2

1. Enhancing Awareness and Sensitization about IPCC and the 
importance of its work, including how to participate.

2. Strengthening Collaboration with Partners, and 
Strengthening the IPCC Scholarship Programme.

3. Enhanced participation in the Review of IPCC Reports and 
dissemination of its findings.

4. Consideration to prepare Policy Briefs from Key Findings of 
the IPCC Reports and use it in engaging policy and decision 
makers.

Policy Relevance, 
Robustness and 
Comprehensivene
ss  of IPCC  
Reports
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Selected findings from IPCC AR6

1. Recent changes in the climate are widespread, rapid, and intensifying, 
and unprecedented in thousands of years

2. It is indisputable that human activities are causing climate change, 
making extreme climate events, including heat waves, heavy rainfall, 
and droughts, more frequent and severe

3. Unless there are immediate, rapid, and large-scale reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions, limiting warming to 1.5°C will be beyond 
reach

4. The climate we experience in the future depends on our decisions now
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IPCC AR6 Figure 2.1 (c), 2023

Observed Warming and its Causes 

Sixth Assessment Report | Synthesis Report



1. All components of the water cycle have been affected by 
climate change – Heavy precipitation (a)

Observed changes in heavy precipitation since the 1950s

AR 6 IPCC WGI SPM
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Observed changes in droughts since 1950s

1. All components of the water cycle have been affected by 
climate change – Droughts (b)

AR 6 IPCC WGI SPM



The outline is drafted and 
developed by experts 
nominated by governments 
and observer organizations.

Nomination of Authors Selection of Authors

Expert Review 
First Order Draft (FOD)

Government and Expert Review 
Second Order Draft (SOD) Final Draft Report and SPM

Government Review of 
Final Draft SPM

Report Preparation  Process | Ten Steps

Approval & Acceptance of Report

2 Approval of OutlineScoping1
The Panel approves the 
outline.

3
Governments and observer 
organizations nominate 
experts as authors.

4
The Bureau selects authors.

5
Authors prepare a first draft 
which is reviewed by experts.

6
The second draft of the report and first draft 
of the Summary for Policymakers (SPM) are 
reviewed by governments and experts.

7
Authors prepare final draft of the report 
and SPM which are sent to 
governments.

8
Governments review the final draft 
in preparation for its approval.

Working Group/Panel approves SPM 
and accepts reports.

9 10
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Admirable, Exceptional and Intriguing  Deliberation
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1. With every additional warming, the Intensity and frequency of extreme events including heavy 

precipitation, Tropical Storms are increasing and are projected to continue increasing.

2. In the Seventh Assessment Cycle (AR7), IPCC is committed to strengthen Inclusivity and Diversity 
including promoting the enhanced participation of  the  experts from Global South including earlier 
career Scientists, Young People in Climate Change and IPCC Process.

3. The AR7 provide opportunities for Early Career Scientists to Excel in Science and Innovation in 
relation to Climate Change and also provide opportunities for enhancing Networking and 
Collaborations across levels.

4. We Encourage All Scientists and Experts including Early Career Scientists to strengthen 
participation in Climate Change Science and IPCC Process, starting with active participation in the 
IPCC SRCCC, including preparing policy brief from the report.

Summary and Recommendation
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR ATTENTION

STAY IN TOUCH STAY CONNECTED

ipcc-sec@wmo.int
ipcc-media@wmo.int

ipccipcc_ch

ipcc ipccGeneva

ipcc.ch
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