Forest Biomass in the
Southern U.S. -

Pellet Mills, Pollution, and Permit Violations

7 * 1 HETERD
FNA A2 R

—RULyb TG, RIEFR., HFRLER

Heather Hillaker ~H%— - ES5h—
Senior Attorney EfRFELT

9/28/2025

SOUTHERN
ENVIRONMENTAL

CENTER

RERARIRE
EEE5—

Forestg to Fuel
FM LR E TDIETE

Ship Overseas

F=TARaN P

Process into Pellets

FMEE  RLobzmT

Burn for Energy

IHRILF—FIA
D=8 IZPREE




9/28/2025

Earbon Impacts
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Drax Power Station (United Kingdom)
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Carbon Accounting Loophole
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Pellet Mill Feedstocks
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Hardwood logs entering Enviva’ s Sampson pellet mill (North Carolina, U.S.)
Image: Dogwood Alliance
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Enviva Lucedale (Mississippi)
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Drax Biomass
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srax Amite
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Hazlehurst Wood Pellets (Georgia,
us.)
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Existing & Proposed Pellet Mills
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Pellet Mill Pollution
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Air Pollution

=
j( X\ /:5 7%
EREARILAY Q 6
; BEDRAR

=ERIEY HERKEEME
- D =1 RN 9/__y;—\
e YR
= ad S Suwowses ———
LTS ’ RANGE 'I_;;i?‘—‘—fllﬁﬁa)fz&)

Pellets

LR RLyklzmT

14

Clean Air Act
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Regulates air pollution
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2018 Analysis of Pellet Mill

Compliance
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State Enforcement
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Drax’s Repeated Violations
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lllegal VOC Emissions
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Illegal HAP Emissions
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2021: Stack test shows ~49 tons
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Citizen Enforcement
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Yiolﬂions of Worker Safety Laws
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* Multiple health and safety
violations
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Impacted Communities
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Public opposition to expansion at Enviva Northampton pellet mill (North Carolina, U.S.)
Image: Dogwood Alliance
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Surveyed Communities Impacted by Wood Pellet Mills
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Map: Pellet Mill Community Impact Survey Report (2024)
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Overview of Results
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91% households within % mile of
a pellet mill experience dust,
traffic, or noise at least weekly
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Data & Graphs: Wood Pellet Community Impact
Survey Report (2024)
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Dust #3EE

Over half experience dust at
least weekly
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67% within %2 mile experience
dust daily
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Noise EEE
“Loud booms,” “grinding
noise,” “banging” that
“sounds like thunder”
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Traffic 338

Traffic, noise, poor road
conditions, debris
REBE.BE. ERKREDOEL.
ETY

67% within % mile reported
traffic daily
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Background Health
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Health Conditions Reported
by Survey Respondents
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Data

86% of households reported
at least one diagnosis.
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