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Meet Portia
Shepherd
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Earned GED, B.A. in Political Science (Miles College),
and M.A. in Nonprofit Leadership & Management (New
England College);

» 154 years of experience in political campaigns,
nonprofits, professional services, and environmental
initiatives; recognized expert in Sexual Assault &
Domestic Violence (SHESource, 2019).

Political consultant, board member, and
Founder/Executive Director of Blackbelt Women Rising.
» Featured on FOX News, Washington Post, BBC, HBO’s
Last Week Tonight, and other major media outlets.
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About Black Belt Women Rising
Black Belt Women RlsmgTD%E/Tﬁ SN

* Gender and environmental justice
nonprofit established in 2019

* Headquartered in Uniontown, Alabama

* Connected people with resources about
gender justice and environmental issues

* Led enylronmental advoc?cy to protect . 0ERTDT 5 gy tﬁIE IZER U 483 3E =
clean air, water, and land in the Black FIF A
Belt « FINIMIZA LB Y VICAEERE

* Built community networks & hosted c DIUA—ERCPREMBEICET AFEHEIV—R
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meetings to strengthen local voices and

Environmental
Advocacy, Education
and Training
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ABOUT UNIONTOWN | |
Uniontown is a rural town located in

A=A I3 NZDLVT the heart of the Blackbelt in Perry
County with a population of nearly
2,107 residents, 51% of the residents
live above the poverty line and 49% of
its population live below the poverty
line.

AZFEIUIFE RY—EDT Population
Ty IR S ORIDITAHET ANOER
HEFMOBETT, AOIX$92,107A Black 90.0%
| TY . ERD S 651%NEEKL [ A :90.0%

\ FOEEERD AT, 49%(FA  White 8.9%
HA :89%

Hispanic 0.152%
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eI AP ] v R kR 5 twice as likely to be

located in or near
environmental justice
communities.
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ABOUT GLOSTER - O X% —®D#A4

* Location: Gloster is a small town
in central Mississippi.
* Population: 897 residents (2020
Census).
» Racial Makeup: 70.57% African
American, 25.64% non-Hispanic
white.
o BN JRRE-FI Oy EMGER
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GLOSTER MISSISSIPPI
FIGHTS BAC

COMMUNITY FIGHTS
rax TO BLOCK PERMT
Mot M EFRI ZPHIE T B = HIZE S

LUV EMRER (DEQ) HFAIEE
L(X. DraxttDFLIEMDEBAFEEHT

» Mississippi DEQ Permitting Board denied Drax’s request

BRCERZILLI-EIZLDIEEL to increase pollution in Gloster.

EMBHERLTZ2EOTHY . BE * This is important bec?use it stops an already Vi(')lai‘;ive .
company from releasing even more harmful emissions into

75 the community.

FREHERERYIRTOE~ADEHES . T.he decision sho.ws acc?untablhty for a company with a
history of breaking environmental rules.

FEBHRL: + This is important because it sends a strong message that

TRURLODERIZEINGLY & repeated violations won’t be ignored.

A

WAy tE—(2h o=

10



2025/9/25

BEWLWRT ZEIETZRIHE. §CICRE-2TETLES, BADZ EBATT, RHIlE
EETN—ARFa—ZLTW=hE, LE3URDESICIETEERA, HMZHBH
OYMEDEWNT, ECIZTEHAIATT, |

YW= - FINRA LY (/—R AFMELY=RR=5)

I can wash it away, but it
comes right back. It’s an
everyday thing. We used to
have cookouts in the
backyard. Can’t do that like

we used to because the stuff
that’s out there. It’s
everywhere.”
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DEMOPOLIS POPULATION

Sumter and
Marengo County
Engagement
Y L2—EET LU THTOHIESM

EPES POPULATION
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6,724
FetyzoAn 6,724 A
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ABOUT EPES T2 DN

Epes has been in the works for
years and is still not open.

Only plant that survived
Enviva’s bankruptcy and may
be moving forward.

IRATEQFE X FREED
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PREVENTION & EDUCATION

The Epes Town
Council and Mayor
have approved Brown
University’s
Community Noise Lab
to begin pre-testing
for air quality, soil
conditions, and noise
levels in the city.
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Enviva Long Term Supply Contracts vt/ ogmswsag

2019 2025
EU, 3—A v e o ENVIVA DOUBLING
EU. Europe
o PRODUCTION:
(e PLANTS LIKE EPES
BUILT FOR
6 JAPANESE DEMAND
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ABOUT DEMOPOLIS  Drax opened a wood pellet

TERY XIZDLNT plant in Demopolis, promoted
as a source of jobs and
economic growth.

» Emphasized local
partnerships, proximity to
sawmills, and community
donations to infrastructure
and schools.
« Drax [(ETERYRIZKERLY FIHZEMEL. E
AORBREREDRE LTEGLEL,
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TAKEAWAYS ZE o

1. AIR MONITORING: If
plants can’t control
pollution, they must stop
producing.

2.YOU NEED TO ASK:
What are you doing to

= — protect the communities
P spr oy around the pellet mills?
t R nE ARimigAEMCESUP3 COME TO THE

2. BuLmraRECE . TRERLy +I8B0FA BLACKBELT
Wik =T 51=0HI1Z, AIZLTLNDHDN? ]
3. TS59YIRILIAFEKBE
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CONTACT US

BEWEHE
* Email: portia@bbwr.org
* Website:

https://blackbeltwomenrising.org
* Phone: (334) 327-5162
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