Sustainable Biomass Program:

Certifying the Unsustainable
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About the Report

® Commissioned by Biomass Action Network
East Asia partners: Solutions For Our Climate,
Mighty Earth, Global Environmental Forum,
Japan

® Authored by Richard Robertson

® Access the report:

Primary forest that was logged in 2021, 2023, and 2024 to feed pellet mills in BC, Canada © Michelle Connoll




What is SBP?

e Launched in 2013 by European utilities:
Drax...

e Focus: Risk-based sourcing of woody
biomass

e Not forest management certification

e Relies heavily on other systems (FSC,
PEFC, SFI)

e Governments rely on SBP’s credibility to
hand out billions of dollars in climate
subsidies.



Key Questions We Asked

1. Does SBP meaningfully mitigate forest and
climate risks?

2. Are biomass supply chains responsibly
sourced?

3. Is SBP certification credible and transparent?

Logging of primary forest in BC, Canada © Michelle Connolly|




Problems with Risk-Based Approach

e Risk Assessments allow for subjective
interpretation

o Risk mitigation measures are often
weak or unverified

o SBP allows operations in intact and
primary forests

e Neither FSC or PEFC forest
certification nor their risk
assessment genuinely mitigate these
risks



Residues and Whole Logs

* SBP allows whole logs to be classified as
residues

e Blurs line between ‘waste wood’ and primary
logs

* Increases risk of old growth and primary
forest logging
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Pile of whole logs at SBP-certified Drax pellet mill in BC, Canada © Len Vanderstar|




FSC./PEFCE2AL##H JERERE AR
FSC/PEFC-certified forest

Assessed, audited, and Uncertified forest ; Forest certification

a : . Field-level -

certified against Potential unacceptable (e.g., FSC, PEFC)

: management
Forest Management practices . ZEAREASE
standards RGLANJILT (FSan PEFC# &)

HFNEE ﬁt%?
S EEER-2 Risk SBP Standard 1:

Al 7 2 - # Gofialied WOOd/S_OU_I’CGS Assessment | Feedstock Compliance
- = BN M TR RR

siTgi;ﬁA - RHOES

Sawmill [Primary processing

SMFr

Pellet mill . SBP Standard 2:
e Feedstock Verification
XLy FI5

Trader [ Shipping & retail J
BRe =t mﬁﬁ&?ﬂi

* SBP Standards 3 through 6

Power plant [ Burning are omitted from this figure

HE RLvy FOE CDETIE, SBPEE3I~6IZHKYT HE
FIEBIEDF-DBE SN TULVEEA,




SBP accepts wood from all sources and certifies it as ‘sustainable’
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SBP’s Approach to GHG Emissions and Carbon Stocks

® SBP's GHG methodology, based on EU

RED, uses default values.

® |t excludes forest harvesting carbon
debt, focusing on processing and

transport emissions.

® Forest regrowth is assumed, not
verified, underestimating biomass

burning's climate impact.



SBP’s Approach to GHG Emissions and Carbon Stocks
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Case Study: British Columbia & Alberta

e Still logging old growth & primary forests

e BC Residue definitions allow whole logs

e FSC and PEFC mitigation measures
inadequate



Case Study: British Columbia & Alberta

[Figure 9] Drax operates wood pellet mills across British Columbia and Alberta, Canada
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Case Study: British Columbia & Alberta

e Landscape-level risks poorly addressed

e Salvage logging in fire-affected areas

e Insufficient controls to protect biodiversity



SBP in Asia: Spreading from Temperate to Tropical Rainforests

e Gaining ground in Japan and South Korea
markets

e Sourcing countries include Malaysia,
Indonesia and Vietham

e Endorsed for renewable energy subsidies

e Risk of legitimising unsustainable tropical
biomass

* In Vietnam, feedstock mislabeling in pellet
supply chains have been found to violate
FSC and SBP’s standards.



SBP in Asia: Spreading from Temperate to Tropical Rainforests

W Box 4. RWE, Samling Group, and SBP's Certification failures in Malaysia

A joint complaint by the Europe-based Biofuelwatch and Comité Schone Lucht to the Dutch Emissions
Authority highlights SBP's failure to prevent high-risk sourcing. The case invalves RWE, a major German utility
burning wood peliets in converted coal ptants, sourcing from two SBP-certified Malaysian suppliers. ™

The first supplier, a Samling Group subsidiary TreeOne MegaPellet, has long been accused by the Penan
communities and NGOs of illegal logging, deforestation, and Indigenous rights viclations in Sarawak
State. Samling withdrew from FSC certification after a 2025 ruling upheld complaints over lllegal logging
and destruction of HCV forests.™ However, despite independent satellite evidence linking the company's
concessions to recent rainforest clearance and peat drainage, TreeOne still carries the Malaysian Timber
Certification Scheme (MTCS) label.
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Answers to Key Questions

® SBP certifies pellet mills and traders without
field audits of forest management practices or
direct engagement with logging companies.

® SBP misrepresents the credibility of other
certification systems.

® SBP’s climate impact claims rely on flawed
carbon accounting.

® SBP fails to mitigate smokestack emissions
from burning biomass, deferring this
responsibility to energy regulators.

® SBP treats ‘forest residues’ as low-risk by
default.

® SBP inadequately addresses Indigenous
peoples’ rights.




Policy Recommendations — For Real Climate & Biodiversity Solutions

Reject Forest Biomass as Climate Solution
® Burning wood emits more CO; than coal or gas.

Forest regrowth takes decades—too slow for

climate targets.

Include biomass combustion emissions in national

GHG inventories.
Protect Natural Forests

® Ban biomass sourcing from primary forests &

Intact Forest Landscapes (IFLs).

Align with 2030 climate and biodiversity targets

by halting forest degradation.




Policy Recommendations — Reform Finance and Certification

Reform Subsidies & Trade Policy

End subsidies for forest biomass.

Exclude biomass from green finance
definitions.

Mandate environmental & human rights due
diligence in timber trade.

Fix Forest Certification

Reform FSC/PEFC to stop misuse of
Controlled Wood & risk-based tools by SBP.
Stop certifying pellets under current

industrial biomass models.
Address credibility risks from mixed-source
and low-bar labels.




Thank You

® Report available at:

https://forourclimate.org/research/596
e Contact : richjohnrob@gmail.com




