UK's Biomass Policy and Drax's
Business at a Crossroads
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The growth of UK bioenergy
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UK wood pellet imports, thousand tonnes
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Drax emissions (millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide)
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UK bioenergy’s impacts
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“there are other bioenergy scenarios that could lead to high
GHG intensities (e.q. greater than electricity from coal, when
analysed over 40 or 100 years)”

UK Government report
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“Carbon neutrality involves a ‘payback’ period (the time taken
for forests to reabsorb the carbon dioxide emitted during

biomass combustion), which ranges from decades to
hundreds of years”

European Academies Scientific Advisory Council
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e The Sustainable Biomass Program defines long term
as “several successive harvest cycles of anywhere
from 20 to 100 years, meaning that for the
Government’s test of long term carbon stocks being

maintained to be met could take 40 to 200 years at
least.
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“regrowth takes time the world does not have to solve climate
change. As numerous studies have shown, this burning of wood
will increase warming for decades to centuries. That is true even
when the wood replaces coal, oil or natural gas”

2021 letter from hundreds of scientists
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FIGURE 3: NET GHG IMPACT OF U.K. POWER BECCS AND U.K. ECONOMY-WIDE EMISSIONS; HIGH CLEARCUTTING
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Cerulean Warbler
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The problems facing Drax

DraxttDEMmYJ 4 EE



NEWS

Home | UK | World | Business = Culture | Politics | Health | Tech | InDepth | BBC Verify = Climate

Science & Environment

Drax: UK power station owner cuts down
primary forests in Canada

® 3 October 2022

Drax, Britain's biggest power station,
pellets

Joe Crowley and Tim Robinson
BBC Panorama
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Drax: UK power station still burning rare
forest wood

UK power stations burnt wood from old forest EEME:AE DL L Fido] )&
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Drax manager questioned public statements
on wood sourcing, tribunal documents show

Power station owner has received billions of pounds in subsidies to convert former coal-
fired station o burn biomass
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Key power station didn't properly
disclose burning forest wood
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Truckloads of trees: Drax sourced
wood pellets from old growth
forests in B.C. in 2024, and likely
2025
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Home / Latest Insights | A low-biomass clean power system for the UK is achievable

A low-biomass clean power
system for the UK is achievable

A 2030 clean power system for the UK is possible whilst reducing reliance on
expensive, imported biomass.

11 Dec 2024 | 16 Minutes Read
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Home = News = Wind and solar power could significantly exceed Britain's energy needs

Wind and solar power could
significantly exceed Britain’s energy
needs

ENVIRONMENT  RESEARCH  SOCIAL SCIENCES

Britain’s energy needs could be met entirely by wind and solar, according to a policy
brief published today by Oxford’s Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment.
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The UK bioenergy phaseout
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Wildlife Energy Pollution
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Sources:

Digest UK Government Energy Statistics, 2025
Drax Annual Reports, multiple years

Forest Research, UK Forestry Statistics

NRDC BECCS Hoax

Sustainable Biomass Program, Glossary

UK Government, Biomass Emissions and
Counterfactual Study

EASAC, Commentary on Carbon Neutrality of
Biomass

2021 Letter from Scientists to World Leaders
Cut Carbon Not Forests - The Impacts of
Biomass on Our Planet’s Biodiversity
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